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Guide to Outdoor Living Rooms 

Many of today’s homes frequently feature larger patios and 
decks that serve as great beginnings for outdoor living spaces. 
Bringing the indoors outside provides additional functional living 
space no matter what the scope of your project is.

Steps for Creating an Outdoor Living 
Space

1. Consider use: The first step for planning an outdoor living 
room is determining how you will use it. Do you need a large 
space suitable for accommodating several family members 
and their activities, or are you planning a cozy retreat where 
you can catch up on your reading? If your home is the 
neighborhood gathering place, consider expanding your 
outdoor living space to include a bar and storage for food 
and beverages.

2. Verify zoning and codes: Building code requirements 
and zoning laws should be checked before you begin work. 
Ensure that you have all required building permits and that 
your project conforms with local zoning and homeowner 
association requirements.

3. Project size: The size of your outdoor living room can 
depend on available space, the square footage of your 
existing patio or deck, and how many people will be 
enjoying your outdoor living area. If budget constraints 
threaten to shrink the desired scale of your project, 
completing it in stages can provide needed “wiggle room.”

4. Selecting the best location: While most outdoor living 
rooms are situated on or near an existing patio or deck 
adjacent to the house, it’s also possible to create free-
standing outdoor rooms. Consider environmental factors 
such as weather and sun exposure when deciding where to 
locate your outdoor living room.

5. Prepare a basic design: Plan your outdoor living room 
according to available space, the scale and architecture of 

your home, and functional requirements. If your outdoor 
living room is an extension of your family room or kitchen, 
achieve a seamless transition between indoors and outdoors 
by using flooring, furnishings, and decor similar to the 
interior rooms visible from your outdoor living room.

6. DIY or professional contractor: How much construction 
is needed depends on existing structures and outdoor 
amenities. If you’re starting with a patio that has good 
flooring and lighting, you probably won’t need much 
construction. If you are planning to convert a concrete slab 
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patio into a posh living area, demolition and significant 
construction may be necessary. The more features you add, 
the more likely you’ll work with professional contractors for 
installing electrical outlets, lighting, water features, flooring, 
and structures including pergolas and outdoor cabinetry 
and storage. Request estimates from multiple contractors, 
and ensure that all contractors are licensed and bonded as 
required by state law.

7. Select your flooring: Refurbish or install new flooring 
for your outdoor living area. Options include refinishing or 
repairing existing flooring or installing new flooring. Flooring 
materials include textured or engraved concrete, brick, tile, 
or synthetic flooring or decking materials designed for the 
outdoors. Be mindful of safety concerns when choosing 
flooring.

8. Lighting is more than illumination: Include functional and 
innovative lighting for your outdoor living room. Lighting 
is a safety consideration – you want everyone to be able 
to see what they’re doing, after all – but it also provides 
atmosphere and visual interest. Work with your contractor to 
determine which types of lighting best meet your needs.

9. Storage space: Plan for adequate storage in your outdoor 
living room. Storage solutions may include cabinetry, 
shelving, and portable storage units that double as ottomans 
or bench seating.

10. Durable yet attractive furniture: Overstuffed cushions 
with removable slipcovers, durable finishes, and water-
resistant upholstery make today’s outdoor furniture 
comfortable and long-lasting. Choose furniture constructed 
of weather-resistant materials.

11. Your personal touch: Adding personal touches to your 
outdoor living space can create conversation topics within 
your outdoor living room. Art pieces, wind chimes, and 
container gardens help make your outdoor living room your 
personal retreat. A water feature adds relaxing sound and 
movement to your outdoor living area. Add pieces collected 
over time, and change decor according to changing seasons 
and tastes.

12. Landscaping: Your outdoor living room connects the 
conveniences of modern living indoors and the natural 
beauty of your lawn and gardens. Situate landscape decor 
and focal points for visibility from your outdoor living room 
as well as for shade and privacy.

Nothing about your outdoor living room (except maybe the 
flooring) is “cast in cement.” Your outdoor living area may 
change along with your priorities, tastes, and ideas. The first 
priority for your outdoor living room is that you and yours enjoy 
it and truly “live” in it.


